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Sample Instructor Script: 

Introducing SkillsUSA to Your Students

The following script is designed to help instructors talk with students about the SkillsUSA program. Modify it as needed to include your school name, advisor’s name and sample activities from the previous year or your intended areas of focus for the program. You can also have your student leaders use this script to talk with other potential student members.

It will be helpful to review the SkillsUSA Membership Kit before you talk with students, and also to have the materials as a reference during your talk. Hang the classroom poster. To further explain SkillsUSA, brochures are available from the Educational Resources Catalog. If you need a Membership Kit, call 800-355-8422 to request one. Or, you can review membership materials online at: www.skillsusa.org/join/materials.shtml
See the Advisor’s Success Kit (ASK):Tools for SkillsUSA Chapter Management for detailed instructions on running a membership campaign, electing officers and training them, as well as planning your program of work and participating in contests. Order from our online store: www.skillsusa.org/store/
SkillsUSA Fact Sheet:

http://www.skillsusa.org/about/factsheet.shtml

Info for Parents:

http://www.skillsusa.org/supporters/parents.shtml

TEACHER SCRIPT

Most professionals have organizations relating to their specific occupation. You can join them for personal or professional development or to meet other people with the same interests. This year in our classroom [school], you will have an opportunity to be a part of your first professional organization: SkillsUSA. 

SkillsUSA is a national student organization with more than 300,000 members. Our SkillsUSA group will have a variety of experiences to enhance what we’re learning in the classroom [lab]. And, being in SkillsUSA will help each of you, individually, develop some new abilities as team members and leaders. 

You may have an older brother or sister, or maybe a friend, who has been in SkillsUSA. Or, you may have seen fliers around school. Maybe you’ve heard about some of the activities sponsored by SkillsUSA in the past. Now it is your turn to be part of SkillsUSA.

There is another very important reason to join now. You’ll see how important it is the longer you’re in this program. When you’re working toward a career, you need to have every competitive advantage over the next job candidate. Even if you do not know exactly what your future career will be, the skills you will gain through SkillsUSA will last your entire life. SkillsUSA will help give you an edge to succeed both in work and in life.

There are a lot of fun things you can do as a SkillsUSA member. Together, we can conduct community projects. We can also interact with local business people in our field of study. And, many people like SkillsUSA because of its contests. Through the SkillsUSA Championships program, you can earn recognition, industry tools and prizes, and college scholarships.

Here at school, SkillsUSA is a leadership organization where the students are in charge. First, you’ll elect officers. Then you’ll plan and carry out your own activities. These should include community service, professional development, employment, public relations and competition. All these activities add up to what’s called our Program of Work. We’ll decide on our own activities and how to carry them out. For example, we might bring in a guest speaker, do a fix-up project or hold an open house for our training program. Those are just a few ideas of what we can do. 

[We will also work in the Professional Development Program. This is a leadership and personal development course we will complete during the year to develop better employment skills.]

SkillsUSA chapters are located in schools all over our state. Some of you will have a chance to travel and compete in regional or state contests. Others might attend a leadership conference with students from other schools. And, contest winners at the state level will be invited to the national championships in Kansas City, Missouri. So, there will be some great opportunities to meet new people, travel and test your skills against other people in the state.

If you’re interested in participating, we will enroll members in SkillsUSA this month. [Or, for 100 percent chapters: Every member of this training program is automatically a member of SkillsUSA. Your dues have been paid for you because the school believes participation in a student organization is an essential part of your education.]
We will hold elections soon to elect classroom officers and school officers. Some of you can also volunteer to lead or serve on a committee to carry out a project or activity. 

These leadership positions will help you to practice the same skills you’ll need on the job someday. You’ll learn how to manage a project, keep track of finances, meet deadlines and organize people. SkillsUSA will help us to bring a lot of positive publicity to this program and to our school. It sounds like work, but it will also be a lot of fun. You, the students, will receive praise and attention when we are successful with our activities because you will be in charge.

I know most of you want or need some activities to include in your job portfolios or to list on your résumés or college applications. SkillsUSA doesn’t just look good on paper. It’s also the kind of organization that will have a lasting impact on your life. You will develop stronger skills, more confidence and rich friendships.

The cost for being part of SkillsUSA at our school is [$00] per student. We will ask each student to pay his or her dues by [date]. To pay for travel and other additional expenses, we will hold a fundraiser. 

To start off the year, we will have a [SkillsUSA Kick Off Rally and Social] on [date] at [time] in the [name of room]. I hope you will come. 

We will have some members from last year tell you about their experiences and see a SkillsUSA video, followed by some games and a pizza party.

Please be sure to tell your parents about this program so they won’t be surprised when we send home information about trips, contests and other fun activities later in the year. 

The national Web site, skillusa.org, has a lot more information. There are special sections for students and for parents. 

Does anyone have questions? 

